
Welcome to the IDID Bulletin! 
The Office of the State Public Defender’s Indigent Defense Improvement Division is excited to present to you the IDID 
Bulletin, published monthly, this is a resource designed to keep you informed and engaged in IDID’s work. Here you will 
find training calendars, research, updates about work happening across the state and nationally and much more.  Join 
us as we strive to improve access to justice and advocate for the rights of those in need. Sign up for the IDID Bulletin 
today by emailing IDIDTraining@ospd.ca.gov, or by joining the IDID Sharepoint, and be part of the movement driving 
positive change in the California legal system. 
 
-Austin August 
Director of Research 
Office of the State Public Defender, Indigent Defense Improvement Division 
 

CPDA Summer Trial Skills Program Scholarships 
The Office of the State Public Defender, in partnership with the California Public Defenders Association (CPDA), is 
offering financial support to attend this year’s CPDA Summer Trial Skills Program in the form of a scholarship. 
Although the number of scholarships is limited, the costs covered can include registration, travel, and lodging.  
Scholarships will prioritize those who are in their first five years of criminal law practice, who spend most of their time 
on indigent defense, are in counties without statutory public defenders and have not previously attended this 
program. You do not have to meet all four criteria to receive a scholarship, nor do you have to be a CPDA member to 
attend. 
Scholarships will be allocated on a rolling basis so please apply, using the attached form, as soon as possible. But 
please only apply if you can make the entirety of the training July 24-July 28. 
 

Download the Scholarship Application here. 
 
For more information on the Summer Trial Skills Program, please see page 6. 
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IDID has partnered with the National Association for Public Defense to provide an online training course 
to train Public Defender trainers on how to use Learning Management Systems to provide quality training. 
Interested trainers can apply to partner with IDID to create trainings for a statewide defender audience 
within the system. Trainers can apply to take-at-your-own-pace course. Space is limited. Defenders can 
learn more about the course on IDID’s SharePoint Online Courses page or register for access to our 
SharePoint for this growing catalog of courses, along with other recorded trainings and resources. 
 
 
 

New Online Learning Management System Train the Trainer Course 
 

If you haven’t yet registered for IDID’s Training SharePoint, take this opportunity to register for access so 
that you can get access to recorded trainings and materials, a catalog of available national trainings, and 
updates on upcoming webinars, online courses, and live events. 
 

Other New IDID Sharepoint Features 
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IDID Webinar: Preventing Your Misdemeanor Case From Turning Into A Felony 
TATIANA KLINE, Training Attorney, OSPD-IDID 
12:10 PM – 1:10 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
There are certain offenses called “wobblers” that can be charged as either a felony or a misdemeanor, at the discretion of 
the prosecutor. Sometimes a case is filed as a misdemeanor and turns into a felony when the prosecutor takes a deeper 
look at the facts. In this webinar, Tatiana will go over common elevated wobblers and what to look for in assessing the case 
and giving your client advice. 
*1 hour of MCLE is offered for this training* 
 
IDID Webinar: LGBTQ+ Allyship in Public Defense 
MATTHEUS E. STEVENS, Attorney 
12:10 PM – 1:10 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
In this profession, we will encounter clients and colleagues who are part of the LGBTQ+ community. Understanding the 
importance of allyship is crucial in how we represent our clients and interact with our colleagues. After this webinar, 
participants will leave with an understanding of what it means to be an ally and tools to help prevent discrimination against 
our clients and in the workplace. 
*1 hour of MCLE is offered for this training* 
 
SB 1437 Monthly Meet Up - Take Aways from Supreme Court Case Reyes About 
Implied Malice 
JENNIFER PEABODY, California Appellate Project Staff Attorney 
JONATHAN DEMSON, Appellate Attorney 
3:00 – 4:00 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
Come check out a virtual, informal discussion of developments surrounding murder and attempted murder sentencing 
reforms. (SB 1437/775) Every month we will tackle a different topic relevant to practitioners. 
*NO MCLE is offered for this meetup* 
 
 
 
 
 
IDID Webinar: Prosecutorial Misconduct 
JAMES MCMAHON, Supervising Attorney, San Diego Office of the Alternate Public Defender 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
Prosecutorial Misconduct, or Prosecutorial Error as it is sometimes referred to, occurs when a prosecutor says or 
does something that conflicts with the evidence code or the professional ethics code.  This presentation will focus 
on how to identify the different types of Prosecutorial Misconduct, particularly during trial, and how to remedy 
these violations when they occur.   
*1 hour of MCLE is offered for this training with Legal Ethics sub-field credits* 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_G8TMsBYqRNOQ6wp8rS-DvA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_0H8TctuqRuWwB-1SA0QTZA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zKjXTELuSW60RHn_axSRFQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_O--0Zv2RSR2elpK4m5FxoA


IDID Webinar: Defending Against DNA Evidence in Child Molestation Cases 
JEREMY THORNTON, Deputy Public Defender, San Diego 
12:10 PM – 1:10 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
DNA can be used to build a case against your client. Understanding this type of evidence is crucial when it comes to 
defending child molestation cases. After this webinar, participants will leave with a better understanding of what 
DNA evidence is, tools on how to interpret DNA results, and ways to identify potential problems with DNA 
contamination and preservation.  
*1 hour of MCLE is offered for this training* 
 
IDID Webinar: Transfer Hearings - Telling Your Client's Childhood Story Through 
Records and How to Ask the Court to Fund Your Experts 
In Collaboration with the Pacific Juvenile Defender Center 
LANA KREIDIE, Assistant Director, Santa Clara County Independent Defense Counsel 
BROOKE MCCARTHY, Deputy State Public Defender, Office of the State Public Defender 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
Getting ready for transfer hearings for minors and former minors can be daunting. Learn what records you should 
obtain, how to weave them together into a cohesive childhood narrative, and what caselaw you can cite when 
asking the court to fund your experts. This part of our training series under People v. Heard. 
*1 hour of MCLE is offered for this training* 
 
IDID Webinar: Preliminary Hearings Part 1: How to Survive 
WILLIAM HOVSEPYAN, Deputy Alternate Public Defender, Los Angeles Alternate Public Defender 
TERESA DEAMICIS, Deputy State Public Defender, Office of the State Public Defender 
12:15 PM – 1:30 PM Zoom Registration Link 
Join us to learn the basics and procedure for preliminary hearings.  If you are new to felony practice, this webinar 
will provide you with the necessary information, statutes, and caselaw to survive your first preliminary hearing.  If 
you already have experience, this webinar may serve as a refresher. The presenters will cover the purpose of a 
prelim, controlling statutes (including timing), discovery, format of the hearing, and common arguments after the 
hearing. This is Part 1 in a two-part series.  Part 2 will take place on August 25, 2023.   
*1.25 hours of MCLE is offered for this training* 
Please Note: This webinar was rescheduled from its original date of June 15th. If you previously registered for the June 15th 
session, your registration was carried over to this date, and you do not need to re-register. You will receive a new 
confirmation email and link. 
 
SB 1437 Monthly Meet Up – Topic TBD 
3:00 – 4:00 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
Come check out a virtual, informal discussion of developments surrounding murder and attempted murder sentencing 
reforms. (SB 1437/775) Every month we will tackle a different topic relevant to practitioners. 
*NO MCLE is offered for this meetup* 
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_fmpYBC_JQqiqhvlf3vZ-Uw
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_SPf8NCkdRFqWXK3tHlD3MA
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_I_2k0Wx6RQ6AC3_lG2RMdQ
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_zKjXTELuSW60RHn_axSRFQ


DETAILS 
MCLE Credit provided unless stated 

otherwise. 
Qualifies for LSCLE Criminal Law 

CONTACT 
IDIDtraining@ospd.ca.gov 
www.ospd.ca.gov/idid 

August IDID Training Events 
 

The Office of the State Public Defender’s (OSPD) Indigent Defense Improvement Division provides trainings relevant to the defense community and people impacted 
by the criminal legal system. Unless otherwise noted these trainings are intended for criminal defense team members only, including investigators, social workers, 
and paralegals. 
Webinar registrants will receive the follow up email, after the webinar, with the webinar materials and information about how to access the recording of the 
webinar. Webinar attendees will receive a follow up email one to two weeks after the webinar, after confirming attendance, with MCLE certification paperwork. 
All times are Pacific time zone. 
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IDID Webinar: Transfer Hearings - Learn How to Obtain and Interpret C-Files to Tell 
Your Client's Adulthood Narrative 
3:00 PM – 4:00 PM. Zoom Registration Link 
SUSAN CHAMPION, Deputy Director, Three Strikes Project 
Transfer hearings for former minors require you to obtain and understand Central Files – “C-Files”. Learn tips for 
dealing with CDCR and obtaining your client’s C-File, as well as deciphering the codes and jargon contained 
therein. Attendees will get insider knowledge and advice on how to mitigate and/or explain away negative 
information in their clients’ C-Files. This part of our training series under People v. Heard.  
*1 hour of MCLE is offered for this training* 
 
IDID Webinar: Preliminary Hearings Part 2: Details and Some Strategy 
DONNA GOMEZ, Deputy Public Defender, Los Angeles Public Defender 
TERESA DEAMICIS, Deputy State Public Defender, Office of the State Public Defender 
12:15 PM – 1:30 PM Zoom Registration Link 
Join us for Part 2 of a two-part series on preliminary hearings.  From Part 1, you learned how to survive a 
preliminary hearing.  So now what? The presenters will cover prelim waivers, stipulations, allegations & 
enhancements, common motions and how to approach them, strategy for Prop. 115 prelims, and some cross-
examination tips and tactics.  Attendees will learn the underlying authority for these topics and some practice 
pointers on how to start thriving at preliminary hearings.   
*1.25 hours of MCLE is offered for this training* 
Please Note: This webinar was rescheduled from its original date of June 15th. If you previously registered for the June 15th 
session, your registration was carried over to this date, and you do not need to re-register. You will receive a new 
confirmation email and link. 
 
 
 
 
IDID Webinar: Reviewing Minor Records: Was it Child Maltreatment? 
KAHLI B. ELLIS, MS, BSN, RN, Godoy Medical Forensics 
12:15 PM – 1:15 PM Zoom Registration Link 
Medical records can be intimidating and tedious for any criminal attorney or investigator to review, especially 
when it comes to possible child abuse. This session will be an overview of the various types of child maltreatment, 
as well as other medical conditions that mimic abuse. Key areas on the body that are highly indicative of abuse 
and discrepancies to look for will be discussed, as things that you should consider when looking at the medical 
records. To make this presentation relevant and interesting there will be multiple case studies. Upon completion 
of the presentation, participants will be able to recognize common areas of the body that are highly suspicious for 
child abuse, know the different types of child maltreatment, identify children at a higher risk for abuse and 
recognize markings that are common with cultural healing practices. 
*1 hour of MCLE is offered for this training* 
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CPDA Presents The 51st Annual Summer Basic Trial Skills Institute 
University of San Diego 
Registration Link: https://claraweb.us/archives/41073 
Program Coordinators: 
Charles M. Denton, Assistant Public Defender, Alameda County/ Susan Leff, Assistant Public Defender, Nevada County/ 
Bart Sheela, Attorney, San Diego 
Featuring Dozens of Experienced Criminal Defense Trial Attorneys as Mentors and Speakers. 
Don't miss this unique opportunity to build community and defender pride while developing your storytelling, pre-trial and 
trial skills on the lovely campus of the University of San Diego! 
This activity is deemed approved for Minimum Continuing Legal Education by the State Bar of California in the amount of 
24.0 hours, including 1 hr. in the specialty area of Attorney Competence, if you attend all scheduled lectures and 
breakouts. CPDA certifies that this activity conforms to the standards for approved education activities prescribed by the 
rules & regulations of the State Bar of California governing minimum continuing legal education (MCLE). 
 
NAPD Open Space Event: Retention, Recruitment, and Relief: What Can We Do? 
12:00 PM – 3:00 PM.  
Registration Link: Open Space Event: Retention, Recruitment, and Relief: What Can We Do? 
Looking For Solutions to the recruitment and retention issues facing your office? Join NAPD’s upcoming, Open Space event 
to discuss strategies that can help tackle these problems. Hear from experts and colleagues in the field as they share 
lessons learned and brainstorm ideas on what’s working and what’s not working. Share ideas, network with other legal 
professionals, and become part of the solution. 
Contact:  
Jeni Benavides 
Email: events@publicdefenders.us 
Phone: (502) 219-6149 
 
Pacific Juvenile Defender Center’s Annual Live Round Table 
“Challenging Confinement of Youth and Former Youth” 
8:30 AM-4:30 PM; UC Davis School of Law 
General Registration link:  https://www.pjdc.org/events/20th-annual-roundtable-general/ 
Registration for social workers: https://www.pjdc.org/events/pjdc-20th-annual-roundtable-sw/ 
$175 for nonmembers, $140 for members, $50 for social workers  
There will be three breakout tracts: Social Workers, Everyday Juvenile Practice and Transfer Hearings for minors and 
former minors. The day before, September 8th, there will be a special training just for social workers who want to learn 
about testifying in court.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Other Exciting Training Opportunities 

7/24 -
7/28 

8/3 

9/9 

 

The Office of the State Public Defender is a state agency founded in 1976 to represent indigent criminal defendants on appeal. Today, the agency has two 
divisions. The Appellate Division provides high quality appellate representation for those convicted of capital offenses. The Indigent Defense Improvement 
Division supports trial level indigent defense systems across California by providing defense attorney training and assistance to counties with public defense 
systems. See Gov. Code Section 15420(b). 
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